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 Everyone , please be  aware that our Blanco Blessings  newsletter is now available on 

our web site, www.blancoumc.org  and can be copied from the web page link.    

NEWSLETTERS ARE MAILED ONLY TO THOSE WITHOUT WEB ACCESS.  
IF YOU ARE RECEIV ING A MAILED COPY AND HAVE WEB ACCESS,  

PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE.  
We have adopted this process to save on the increasing mail costs.  

More church information will be sent through e -mail; please be sure we have your correct    

e-mail address and let us know of any others who would like to be on our list.  Please verify 

your address by sending all updates to secretary111@verizon.net  . (NEW EMAIL)  

 

 

  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2012  

7:00 P.M.  

DOT MILLER ROOM  

 
OFFICE  WILL  BE  CLOSED  

MONDAY,  JANUARY 2, 2012  

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=12131&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=&topic_id=61
http://www.blancoumc.org/
http://www.blancoumc.org/
mailto:secretary111@verizon.net
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FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART 

FOUNDATIONS for a HAPPY NEW YEAR 

   

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in 
the seat of scoffers; but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they meditate day and night.  
They are like trees planted by streams of water which yield their fruit in its season and their leaves do not 
wither.  In all that they do, they prosper (Psalm 1:1-3).  

 

Whenever I need to be encouraged, I go to the wisdom literature, especially to David and Solomon 
who gave us insight into living for God. Even so, each of them had their individual gifts and love of God as 
well as their own problems with sin and disobedience. However, both displayed a POSITIVE ATTITUDE as 
KEY to living a joy-filled and blessed life. They appeared to live from a heart that is tuned to God and 
others. This is certainly summed up in the two greatest commandments that Jesus gave us: to love God first 
and foremost, and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  The commandments—the “law of the Lord” as 
mentioned in the Psalm above—were not meant to enslave us, but to guide us to living in peace with 
others and to keep us from the consequences of destructive behavior.  They were intended to bring ORDER 
and HAPPINESS to our lives rather than to restrict our freedom. This is the message of the sermon series on 
the Ten Commandments, which I will conclude in January. 

What will we bring forward into 2012 from the Ten Commandments, Advent, and Christmas season 
that we recently shared together? What is it that will motivate us through the next year from this recent 
encounter of Christ breaking into our world? How will we maintain and be sustained in the months ahead? 
Will we be like trees planted with leaves that do not wither? What will it take to bring us to that special 
relationship and place in life? When I look ahead, I want the happiness I read about in this Scripture and, 
yet, I know it will be a challenging time and thing to do.  We live in the world that fights for our attention 
and seeks to draw us away from delighting in the Lord and meditating on God’s law. Dear brothers and 
sisters in Christ, let us move into 2012 with confidence as children of God! Let us keep the faith in Christ, 
and let us KEEP LOOKING for the handiwork of God in our lives and in the lives of others. Let us recommit 
our lives to delighting in God and meditating on God’s Word in order that we may be able to stand firm and 
faithful, yield fruit, and prosper in our relationship to God and others.  Happy New Year—be happy in God! 
Amen and Amen! 

 

 

                                                                                             Your brother in Christ,  

Pastor Ken  
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 Whatõs your security blanket?  I mean the grocery item you really need to survive?  I 
pretty well honed in on one over the holidays.  I was a little under the weather (managed to avoid 
the festival farce/fiasco!) and downed a lot of peanut butter, off the spoon.  Sure wouldnõt ever want 
to be without it.   
 And so it is here at the Center.  Peanut butter is one of the items which lately we have had 
difficulty keeping in stock.  Of course, all donations are always welcome, but this one is essential to 
people  of all ages.  Please be generous!  
 For all you good little girls and boys who volunteer:  our next meeting is January 11, 2012, at 
9:00 a.m.  Yeah, thatõs right, N-I-N-E.  This time is much better suited to our 10:00 a.m. opening 
time, but I have to say, I voted in favor, as most of us did, but holding my nose and shaking my 

head.  The meeting will be chaired by incoming president, Sheryl Rodgers.  
 Thanks for all your help in 2011.  Without you and Him, we couldnõt have made it! 

        Vicki Harrison  

             
  
 
 
 
   

              
  

 

Happy New Year!  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ;  
 Margot and I wish to thank you for a year filled with much grace and mercy as well as 
the abundance of cards, gifts, and well wishes we have received from many of you during this 
blessed Christmas season.  God has richly blessed us with each one of you, and we thank God 
daily for the privilege of being in ministry with you.  Our prayer is that we continue to grow 
together in love, always strivi ng for perfection in love and growing in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us continue to pray for one another, encourage one 

another, and meet regularly in prayer and study, practicing all of the means of grace provided 
to us by our fa ithful God.  In so doing, we can continue growing into the people that God 
would like for us to be and in our witness to the world.  
 I wish to personally thank you all for your prayerful support as Margot finished her 
degree from Perkins Theological Semina ry and was assigned as an Associate Pastor to 
Tarrytown UMC.  She continues to spend some of her days during the week here in Blanco 
and we give thanks to God for two communities of faith that show their prayerful support 
and understanding of the challenge s of ministry that are before both of us.  God is good all 
the time.  
 

In Christ’s Name, 
Pastors Ken and Margot  

 

             

The Good Books                  Vicki Harrison , Librarian  

 Please join me in a resolution for 2012:  I promise to read more and more and more of 

whatever I find important to me.  Amen.  

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=2802&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=&topic_id=&image_source_id=
http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=20508&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=&topic_id=&image_source_id=
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The BUMC Endowment Fund  balance is $ 53,747 ; the total to -date earned interest 
is $ 987 .  The principal of the fund is never spent ñonly the earnings are spent.  A commemorative or 
memorial gift to the Endowment Fund can meet two important needs:  1) it can allow you to express 
your feelings for a loved one; and 2) it can support the mission a nd ministry of BUMC.  A 
contribution of $500 or more is recognized on the Tree of Life which is located in the foyer of the 
church.   A gift of $2500 will place a small rock and $5000 will place a large rock under  the Tree of  
Life.   
 
 

 

******************** ****************************                 

 
        

FINANCIAL HEALTH 

 

Nov 2011  

                  

    

Nov  

 

YTD - 

ACTUAL 

 

YTD - 

BUDGET 

   

 

INC. 

          

  

General Fund  

 

16925.24  

 

205772.85  

 

221317.  

   

  

Special Contributions  

 

1065 

 

8742.00  

 

23849.  

   

  

Other Income  

 

753.24 

 

10014.68  

 

6860.  

   

 

TOTAL INCOME FOR BUDGET ITEMS 18743.48  

 

224529.53  

 

252027.  

   

            

 

EXPENSES 

 

19215.81 

 

229082.43 

 

252027.  

   

            

 

NET GAIN (DEFICIT) 

 

(472.33)  

 

(4552.90)  

 

0.00  

   

            

  

Prepared by Stormie Friemarck, Bookkeeper  

     

                    

        

 

          

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=21095&keywords=new year&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=&image_source_id=
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=95097608&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=337
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MEMORIALS  FOR  DECEMBER   2011  

 

 
DESIGNATED FOR SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

 
FOR:   ALTON and LORENE LINDEMAN  

 from:  Laura and Pat Caza  
 
FOR:   RAYMOND and MARY CAZA  

from:  Laura and Pat Caza  
 
 

HONORARIUM  
 

FOR:   CURT and KAREN KNUTSON  
 from:  Nancy and Bill Smith  
 
 

                                             

 

The Newsletter deadline is on the 

15th of every month.    

Bring your items to the church 

office or you can email them to:  

      secretary@moment.net  

 

  
 

EMMAUS GATHERING  
 

MONDAY  

JANUARY 16  

6:30 P.M.  

 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

 

JOHNSON CITY  

  

 
                          

JANUARY  BLANCO  BLESSINGS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=95101790&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=&topic_id=&image_source_id=
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=93008338&keywords=EMMAUS&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=
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 Sue McFarlin    3  Jim Kezar    14  
 Logan Schwarzlose    4  Dorothy Dillon   21  
 Nickie Cox     4  Cerice Spivey    27  
 Tristan Sierra    4  Jodi Bates    27  
 Randy Oakes     9  Bob Schwab    31  
 Chris Ray             10   
  

    
 
 

             Suzanne and Russell Freeman   30  
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JANUARY   SCRIPTURE & SERMONS  
 
 

Jan.   1  Luke 2:22 -40  
  What’s New? 
 
Jan.   8  Exodus 20:17  
  A Very Disordered Character  
 
Jan.  15/22  Guest Pastor Larry Robbins  
  
Jan.  29  John 13:34 -35  
  The Bottom Line  
 
 
 

 

 

 

NOTE  (**)  NEW  EMAIL  ADDRESSES  

PASTOR     KEN GREENE 

E-mail               pastorkg@blancoumc.org  

    bumcpastor1@verizon.net   **  

MUSIC  MINISTRY     DONNA BURNS 

     BRENDA MATHENY 

BOOKKEEPER    STORMIE FREIMARCK 

E-mail        bumcbkkpr@verizon.net    **  

LIBRARIAN    VICKI HARRISON 

NURSERY       GERALDINE CHIDESTER 

STAFF     MARILYN MIKES 

SECRETARY                    JOAN SANCHEZ 

E-mail                            secretary111@verizon.net  **  

WEB SITE:  WWW.BLANCOUMC.ORG 

Office Hours:  8:30 am-3:30 pm Monday-Friday 

Phone:  830-833-5030 

Fax:  830-833-1811  
Pastor’s Cell:  830-330-0900 (local Blanco) 

 

mailto:blancoum@moment.net
mailto:bumcpastor1@verizon.net
mailto:bumcbkkpr@verizon.net
mailto:secretary111@verizon.net
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 WHAT A GREAT DAY ! ! !  

Lots of hustle and bustle, chatter, and paper rustling filled Fellowship Hall on 

December 17, the day TOTS NEED TOYS held their distribution.  
 The incredible generosity of the members of this church, New Hope Lutheran 
Chapel, St. Ferdinand’s Catholic Church, members of the community, and some 

local and not -so-local businesses allowed us to provide 2 gifts, 2 stocking stuffers, 
an activity/coloring book, peppermint sticks, a bag of candy, and a pair of warm 

gloves for 176 children.  Each of the 69 families we assisted also received a family 
game, 2 pounds of ground beef, and some rice and macaroni and cheese!  
 In addition to our own very faithful members who are always there to he lp 

and some who were there for the first time, we had the BHS Leos and members of 
the youth group at St. Ferdinand’s.  The Leos received lessons on wrapping, and 
once they got the hang of it, they were very helpful in getting the packages out the 

door.  Th e youth from St. Ferdinand’s did a great  job keeping things organized in 
the Social Hall.  

 A young woman who had received assistance from TNT last year came by to 
see about volunteering.  She took the day off from her job at a local eatery to come 
assist on Saturday.  She said she was so excited that she kept waking during the 

night Friday to look at the clock to see if it was time to get up and get ready!   
 Andy Chidester is the driving force behind this program.  Shirley Cage 
provides counseling and gui dance and a lot of energy.  Andy recruited other 

churches to be active participants in the planning and execution of TNT this year.  
New Hope Lutheran Chapel, small as they are, was a tremendous help in getting 

donations from cash to cookies, and volunteer  wrappers.  St. Ferdinand’s provided 
gifts, cookies, hot chocolate, and some of their youth.  
 If you haven’t participated in TOTS NEED TOYS before, you might want to 

pencil it in on your December 2012 calendar.  It can’t happen without the support 
of the m embers of BUMC.  Your support can be monetary, time, prayers, or simply 

encouragement.  We truly appreciate all of you and THANK YOU once again for 
being there for the families of our community that need assistance.  
 

 
                           Cerice Spiv ey,  

       TNT    
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